
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
DATE: June 14, 2019      FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE        
CONTACT: Officer Charley Davidson, WPD, (316) 541-0096               

 
WPD, NSSF and POMA Promotes Firearm Safety 

 
The Wichita Police Department (WPD) will join with the National Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF) and the 
Professional Outdoor Media Association (POMA) to host a special media event announcing the launch of “Project 
ChildSafe Communities,” in Wichita.  It’s a program designed to encourage responsible firearms ownership and 
secure storage of guns when not in use.  
 
As part of the campaign, the WPD will continue to spread messages about the importance of proper firearm 
storage to help deter accidents, misuse and theft.  In addition, the WPD will distribute free firearm safety kits, 
including a gunlock, to local residents. 
 
“Over the past 12 months a Sedgwick County Deputy was shot and killed by a suspect with a stolen gun, and an 
off-duty WPD officer was shot and injured by a burglar who had a stolen gun,” Chief Gordon Ramsay said.  
“Responsible gun ownership is pivotal in helping keep our community safe.” 
 
Media are invited to attend a news conference discussing this initiative at 1p.m. on Monday June 17 at the 
Wichita Gun Club, 504 S. Edgemoor.  Speakers include: 
 

• Kevin Kochenderfer, WPD Police Lieutenant; 
• Bill Brassard, Director of Project ChildSafe; and 
• Kevin Orthman, Executive Director of POMA. 

 
A WPD law enforcement representative will also provide a demonstration of proper gunlock usage. 
 
Unsecured guns can pose an accident risk to children and create opportunities for theft and misuse, including 
suicide attempts. Keeping guns out of the wrong hands can be accomplished when gun owners put safeguards in 
place appropriate to their home and family circumstances. Proper storage can help prevent guns from being 
stolen and used by criminals, and also provide that vital “pause” that can mean the difference between life and 
death for people experiencing suicidal thoughts.  
      
Project ChildSafe is an NSSF program marking its 20th year of promoting firearm safety through the distribution 
of safety education messages, free gunlocks and free firearm safety kits. 
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